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Amendments to the Claims 

The listing of the claims replaces all previous amendments and listings of the 

claims, 

1. and 2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently Amended) The A branching method according to Claim 1 for an 
optical fiber cable cont aining a plurality of plastic optical fibers, comprising: 

removing a cov ering of the cable at a single portion of the cable: and 
cutting a desired optical fiber in the cable at the single portion without cutting 

the cable in its entiret y, at a non-terminal position of the cable, to form a terminal of the 

fiber. 

wherein the desired optical fiber is cut and then withdrawn from the cable. 

4. (Currently Amended) £ke ^ branching method a eeegding to Claim 1 for an 
op t i cal fiber cable containing a plurality of plastic optical fibers, comprising: 

removing a c overing of the cable at a sing l e portion of the cable; and 
cutting a desired opt ical fiber in the cable at the single portion without cutting 

the cable in its entirety, at a non-terminal position of the cable, to form a terminal of the 

fiber . 

wherein the cable is provided with a slotted spacer, and the desired optical fiber 
is cut without cutting the spacer, to form the terminal of the optical fiber. 

5. (Cuirently Amended) The A branching method a& oordina to Claim 1 for an 
optical fiber cable contai ning a plurality of plastic optical fibers, comp rising: 

removing a covering of the c able at a single portion of the cable: and 
cutting a desired optical fibe r in the cable at the single portion without cutting 

the cable in its entirety, at a non-terminal po sition of the cable, to form a terminal of the 

fiber . 
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wherein the cable is provided with a tension member, and the desired optical 
fiber is cut without cutting the tension member, to form the terminal of the optical fiber, 

6. (Original) The branching method according to Claim 5, wherein without 
substantially elastically deforming the tension member, the desired optical fiber is cut 
to form the terminal of the optical fiber. 

7. and 8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently Amended) The A branching method according to Claim 7. for an 
optical fiber cable containing a plurality o f plastic optical fibers, comp rising 
removing a cov ering of the cable at a single portion of tha r^hl^ anH 
cutting a desired optical fib er in the cable at the single portion without cutting 
the cable in its entirety, at a non-terminal po sition of the cable, to form a terminal of the 
fiber* 

therein the branching method is a post branching method of forming the 
terminal of the optical fiber at an op tional non-terminal position of an existin g optical 
fiber cable, and 

wherein the desired optical fiber is cut and then withdrawn from the cable. 

10. (Currently Amended) The A branching method according to Claim 7, for 
an optical fiber cable containing a plura lity of plastic optical fibers, comp rising: 

removing a covering of the cable at a single p o rtion of the cable: and 

cutting a desired optical fiber \n the cable at the single portion without cuttin c r 
the cable in its entirety, at a non-termina l position of t he cable, to form a terminal of the 
fiber, 

wherein the branching method is a post branching method of formin g the 
terminal of the optical fiber at an option al non-terminal position of an existing optical 
fiber cable, and 
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wherein the cable is provided with a slotted spacer, and the desired optical fiber 
is cut without cutting the spacer, to form the terminal of the optical fiber. 

11. (Currently Amended) The A branching method according to Claim 3; for 
an optical fiber cable containing n plurality of p W ic optical fibers, comp risin g 

removing a covering nf th e cable at a single portion of the cable: and 

cutting , a desired optical fiber in the cahle at the single p o rtion without cuttin g 
the cable in its entirety, at a non-terminal positi on of the cable, to form a terminal of the 
fiber, 

wherefo the branching method is a post bran c hing method of forming rh ft 
terminal of the optjcaT fiber at an optional non-termi nal position of an existing op tical 
fiber cable, and 

wherein the cable is provided with a tension member, and the desired optical 
fiber is cut without cutting the tension member, to form the terminal of the optical fiber. 

12. (Original) The branching method according to Claim 1 1, wherein without 
substantially elastically deforming the tension member, the desired optical fiber is cut 
to form the terminal of the optical fiber. 

13. (Original) The branching method according to Claim 1 1, wherein the 
terminal of the optical fiber is formed while the cable is in an extended state. 

14. (Original) The branching method according to Claim 13, wherein the 
desired optical fiber is withdrawn from the cable and then cut. 

15. (Original) The branching method according to Claim 1 3, wherein the 
desired optical fiber is cut and then withdrawn from the cable. 

16. (Original) The branching method according to Claim 1 3, wherein the cable 
is provided with a slotted spacer, and the desired optical fiber is cut without cutting the 
spacer, to form the terminal of the optical fiber. 
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17. (Original) The branching method according to Claim 13, wherein the cable 
is provided with a tension member, and the desired optical fiber is cut without cutting 
the tension member, to form the terminal of the optical fiber. 

18. -20. (Canceled) 
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